
CRICH PARISH COUNCIL 
Glebe Field Centre, 
Glebe Field Close, 
Crich 
Derbyshire  
DE4 5EU 
 
Tel:      01773 853928 
E-mail: clerk@crich-pc.gov.uk 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CRICH PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN CRICH 
GLEBE FIELD CENTRE, ON MONDAY 9TH APRIL 2018 AT 7.30PM 
 
1685/18 Present:  Cllrs: M Lane (Chair), D Anstead, M Baugh, V Broom, J Brown, P Clark, C Collison, 

K Smith, R Walsh 
In attendance: DCC Cllr Taylor, AVBC Cllr G Gee, C Jennings - Parish Clerk 

 Also present: One member of the public 
 
1686/18 TO NOTE ABSENCE 
 Cllr V Thorpe (apologies), S Bateman (apologies), P Yorke (apologies), DCC Cllr T Ainsworth 

(apologies), PCSO Wragg (apologies), PCSO Rogers (apologies) 
Resolved: Absence was noted. 
 

1687/18 VARIATION OF ORDER OF BUSINESS 
It was not considered necessary to vary the order of business. 
 

1688/18 DECLARATION OF MEMBERS INTERESTS   
a) To enable Members to declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary 

Interest they have in subsequent agenda items, in accordance with the Parish Council’s 
Code of Conduct. Interests that become apparent at a later stage in the proceedings may 
be declared at that time. 

b) To receive and approve requests for dispensation from members on matters in which they 
have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest. 

Declared: Cllr Baugh in relation to Item 10c) - Recreation Ground, damaged wall. Cllrs 
Anstead and Broom in relation to Item 20 - School Crossing Patrols.  

 
1689/18 PUBLIC SPEAKING 

a) A period of 15 minutes will be made available for members of the public and members of 
the Council to comment on any matter. Speaking is limited to 3 minutes per person and is 
at the discretion of the Chair. 
 
A resident reported a family car had recently been damaged along the side with a key. She 
was encouraged to report the damage to the Police to enable them to add it to their 
records, which might then support the need for additional Police patrols in the area. 
A resident said that the floral displays of the last couple of years had been poor colour wise 
and asked for brighter, mixed colours this year. The request to be included when the floral 
order is placed by the Clerk.  
 

b) If the Police Liaison Officer, a County or District Councillor is in attendance, they will be 
given the opportunity to raise any relevant matter. 
 
DCC Cllr Taylor advised that the County Council’s AGM was due to take place on 
Wednesday 11th April, 2.00pm at County Hall, Matlock. 
The A610 was now closed for four weeks, due to the repair of a water leak. The closure had 
led to very long traffic tailbacks, which traffic management might have to review.  
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DCC had been doing very well with regard to filling pot-holes, but the last snow and ice had 
damaged the new tarmac, so they were having to be refilled. Please report any potholes to 
DCC, and provide photographs, sizes and depths. In order to avoid accidents, DCC had a 
policy of filling any holes that are 40mm deep and over within 48 hours of reporting. 
Cllr Taylor congratulated the Council on the wonderful new playground equipment. 
A Councillor said that DCC had made cuts to bus service subsidies affecting service to 
Crich and asked if anything further could be done. Cllr Taylor said he had campaigned 
vigorously on the issue and would mention it again. Other services such as Libraries were 
also being affected by cutbacks. 
A Councillor said the Parish Council had taken over the running of the public toilets, was 
being asked to fund the School Crossing Patrol, and enquired what other cuts were planned 
and would the Council be asked to fund those as well?  Cllr Taylor said he was unable to 
comment. Funding was very tight and DCC had to justify all spend. 
 

1690/18 CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
In addition to the Report given at the earlier Annual Parish Meeting, Chair advised that the 
Clerk had found a number of photographs and paintings in the Parish Office, and it had been 
suggested that they might be donated to Crich Heritage Partnership. Interested Councillors 
could view the items during office open hours, and the matter would then be discussed at the 
next Council meeting. 
On 11th March, the Chair had taken part in the opening of the new playground. The event had 
been very well attended. Cllr Yorke gave a speech thanking all the parties involved in making 
the project possible, including the Council. Chair also gave a speech and thanked Councillor 
Yorke for his hard work in bringing the project to fruition. 
On 15th March, the Chair had attended the official valve opening at the STW Reservoir Project. 
The wet weather had unfortunately now delayed the completion of the project until possibly 
June. A provisional meeting of the Project Liaison Group has been arranged for 7th June. 
Crich Tramway Museum is having a plaque unveiling on 27th April, 5.30pm – 7.15pm. Two 
representatives of the Council have been invited to attend. The Chair and Cllr Clark were 
nominated, Chair to accept the invitation.  
 

1691/18 MINUTES 
Resolved: To approve the Minutes of the meeting of Crich Parish Council dated 5th March 
2018. 

 
1692/18 PLANNING 
 Resolved: To approve the Council’s response to the Planning Authority. 

 
1693/18 FINANCE 

a) Payments 
Resolved: To note the payments made. 

b) Receipts 
Resolved: To note the receipts received. 

 
REPORTS 
 
1694/18   CRICH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
  Chair advised that the Plan had been through the independent examination process and the 

Steering Group was very happy with the examiner's report. The Group had got most of what 
had been wanted, including settlement boundaries, protected gaps between settlements and 
development within settlement boundaries normally limited to individual dwellings and small 
groups. The Plan was now with AVBC for consideration for decision by 27th April. 

 
1695/18 RECREATION GROUND 

a) PLACE project 
Cllr Yorke had sent apologies and advised a report would follow. 

 
b) Safety report 



Whilst undertaking temporary care duty of the Recreation Ground, Cllr Baugh had identified 
two Health and Safety issues, additional concerns were also raised. 
Glass 
Cllrs Baugh and Yorke are planning to remove and dispose of the glass that had been 
found. 
Divots 
Resolved: The Clerk to ask Grasstrack to fill and re-seed the divots in front of each goal 
post. 
Dog waste 
Resolved: The Clerk to contact AVBC to ask what could be done with regard to the 
excessive dog waste at the top of the slope, near to the narrow alley way. 
 
Resolved: The Clerk to ask Cllr Yorke to speak to the PLACE project group and then report 
back, to ask them for recommendations of what might be done to address the problem of 
dog waste. Ideas included ‘dog free area’ signs on the fencing around the toddler play area, 
and on posts around the rest of the area, and a waste bin at the top of the slope. 

 
c) Damaged wall 

The damage to the retaining garden wall at 2 Holly Bank Court, bordering the Recreation 
Ground, had been referred to the Council’s Insurers. Contact details of Came and Company 
had been sent to the residents to enable them to pursue their claim. 
The residents had written back to the Council and sent recent photos for forwarding to 
Came and Company, this had been carried out. The Clerk had written again to confirm 
receipt/ forwarding of documents, and to remind the residents to contact their own insurers 
who would pursue the claim on their behalf. 

 
1696/18   BURIAL GROUND EASEMENT 

Chair advised that the Solicitor handling the case had retired and it had been handed over to 
another Solicitor. The Clerk had found additional folders relating to the Burial Ground in the 
Parish Office. Chair to review the content of the new folders for any missing Deeds or other 
relevant documents.  
 

1697/18 WINTER SERVICE 
Cllr Baugh provided a report regarding grit bin status. A further fill of bins had been carried out 

at a cost of £773.50 (+ VAT).  Cllr Baugh advised that all the bins would need filling/topping up 

at the start of next winter, probably at a cost greater than the projected 2018-19 budget 

allocation. It was noted that a budget for Winter Service had been agreed and set by Council, 

but it could be reviewed later if considered necessary.  

1698/18 GENERAL SERVICE CONTRACT 
The Clerk had responded to 10 enquirers and met with three applicants. The Contract had 
been offered and accepted, with start date and an orientation meeting arranged for 16th April 
2018. Cllr Baugh was to also handover litter picking and inspection duties of the Recreation 
Ground at the same time. 

 
1699/18 ALLOTMENTS 

Of the 32 plots available for rent, some of which were half plots, 28 had been rented for 2018-
19. There were currently three half plots and one full plot available for rent which were being 
advertised and have interest. All enquiries should in the first instance be referred to the Clerk. 
The cheque payments, totalling £735 had been banked. As per the agreement, a cheque for 
half the total had been raised to the landowner for rent. The balance to be used for 
maintenance work at the allotments. 

 
1700/18 FRITCHLEY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH AND HALL 

The Church and Hall had closed down on 31st March. AVBC had notified the Council that the 
Church and Hall had been included on the list of Assets of Community Value, letter circulated 
12th March 2018. 
 
 



MATTERS FOR DECISION 
 

1701/18 AUDIT 2017/18 
Resolved: To appoint B Wood as Internal Auditor for 2017/18. 

 
1702/18 STANDING ORDERS 

In order to ensure the Council’s standing orders were current and conform to latest legislation, 
it was recommended to review and discuss content of NALC’s model standing orders for 
adoption by Council. Report to be amended gender wise ie from ‘he’ to ‘s/he’, as appropriate. 
Resolved: To adopt NALC’s model standing orders as personalised for Crich Parish Council. 

 
1703/18 PLANNING PROCESS 

In order to ensure the Council’s process for agreeing planning response follows due process 
and legislation, it was recommended Council replace the existing system and adopt a new 
process whereby all Planning Applications are circulated to Councillors, discussed at the next 
Council Meeting and responses agreed. 
Resolved: To adopt the new planning process circulated as Apdx G.  
 

1704/18 FLORAL DISPLAYS 2018 
Disappointment had been expressed that the colours of the floral displays for the last couple of 
years had been dull and poor. 
Resolved: The Clerk to instruct Premier1 that the floral displays this year should be of bright, 
mixed colours. 
 
As agreed at the Council Meeting of 5th March, due to stress testing/obtaining permissions 
from DCC, and the Fritchley Green project work, the floral displays this year have been split 
into three parts. 
 
a) Part 1 planting – Market Place and Cross 
Premier1 had submitted their quote for part one:  
1. To install two planters on the railings in the Market Place - £340 + VAT 
2. To install the usual three tier floor standing display in the Market Place - £300 + VAT 
3. To install the usual four planters at the cross - £680 + VAT 
Total £1,584 including VAT. These are the same costs as last year. The contractor had raised 
serious concern regarding timings. Planting was behind schedule and approval to plant was 
required urgently.  
Resolved: The Clerk to instruct Premier1 to go ahead and take necessary measures for this 
part of the work as a matter of urgency. 
 
b) Part 2 planting - Lampposts 
The lamppost displays were dependent on the outcome of stress testing results, and 
permission from DCC - completion of which was estimated around mid-May. Any lampposts 
that failed the stress test, could not be used for floral display. The contractor had raised 
serious concern regarding timings. Planting was behind schedule and approval to plant was 
required urgently.  
Resolved: The Clerk to instruct Premier1 to go ahead and take necessary measures for this 
part of the work as a matter of urgency. Should some lampposts fail the stress test and be 
unusable the extra plants to be used in a suitable container near the bus shelter seating area. 
 
c) Part 3 planting – Fritchley Green  
Following the report presented by the Working Group at the last meeting, the Clerk provided a 
table of options and costs for the items requested, for consideration by Council. Any proposed 
change would involve public consultation. The flowers required 10-12 weeks from planting to 
mature. Planting has not yet taken place, as requirements are unknown. A decision regarding 
hire or purchase of barrels was also required due to lead-times. 
Resolved: To repeat the normal planting around Fritchley Green for this year. The Clerk to 
instruct Premier1 to go ahead and take necessary measures for this part of the work as a 
matter of urgency.  
 



Resolved: The Clerk to order a new slat for the broken bench and instruct the new contractor 
to install it on arrival. 
 
As the Council did not have sufficient budget for the proposed new planting, the Working 
Group agreed to meet again to consider other options such as the placing of large stones 
around perimeters, and to provide a new report to Council. The Working Group to advise the 
Clerk of the date, time and location of the next Working Group Meeting to allow publication on 
the Council website. 
  

1705/18 SCHOOL CROSSING PATROLS 
Derbyshire County Council had written to ask if the Parish Council would be willing to transfer 
budget of around £4,000 pa over to them, to pay for the running of the school crossing in 
Crich. There was no legal obligation to provide this service.  
Resolved: The Clerk to e-mail DCC as requested to obtain more information: 

− The Parish Council is aware the present School Crossing Patrol person is due to retire, and 
would like confirmation that the service in Crich would be retained, and if so how would this 
be achieved? 

− Clarification of which Financial Year funding was being requested for. 

− Make it clear that the Parish Council would be unable to do anything this Financial Year 
2018-19, as this service had not been budgeted for, but could potentially consider it next 
Financial Year 2019-20. 

− In order to consider the request to fund the service, the Parish Council would need to know 
the exact amount being requested as their part contribution to retain the service. 

− The Council would also require to know what the Schools were going to contribute towards 
retaining the service. 

 
1706/18 SILENT SOLDIER CAMPAIGN 

An e-mail and flier from Ms Fretwell, Reader at St Mary’s Church, regarding the Silent Soldier 
Campaign had been received. 
Resolved: The Clerk to respond to Ms Fretwell’s e-mail and advise Chair will take this to the 
Glebe Field Centre Management Committee to consider locating the soldier at the Glebe 
Centre. 
 

1707/18  AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
a) A free refresher/training session on development management and enforcement of one 
hour was being planned for an evening w/c 16th July. Two places had been offered, along with 
a request to provide availability detail. Cllrs Lane, Clark and Smith expressed interest. 
Resolved:  Cllrs Clark and Smith to attend the training. To both send evening availability to 
the Clerk. 
Cllr Smith has no availability that week, the Chair’s availability has therefore been submitted 
instead. 

 
b) Environmental issues poster. Enquiry of whether existing poster should be updated and 
reprinted, and if so, what amends the Council would like to see made. 
Resolved: Parish Council has no comments to make regarding the content of the poster. 

 
1708/18 DERBYSHIRE & DERBY MINERALS LOCAL PLAN 

Derbyshire County Council and Derbys City Council are consulting on the next stage of the 
Minerals Local Plan. The plan can be found at www.derbyshire.gov.uk/mineralsplan. The 
consultation period will run until 18th May 2018.  
Resolved: No comments are to be lodged. 

 
1709/18  NORTH EAST DERBYSHIRE LOCAL PLAN 

North East Derbyshire District Council had written to advise that a further two documents had 
been published in relation to the NE Derbyshire Local Plan, Green Belt Topic Paper, and Duty 
to Co-operate Statement of Compliance. The documents can be found at  www.ne-
derbyshire.gov.uk /localplan.  The consultation period will run until 5.00pm, 3 May 2018.  
Resolved: No comments are to be lodged. 
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1710/18 CROMFORD AND SHINING CLIFF FOREST PLAN - PUBLIC CONSULTATION 
The Forestry Commission had written a Forest Plan for Cromford and Shining Cliff woods. The 
plan can be found at https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/forest-districts/cromford-shining-
cliff-forest-plan, map was circulated. The consultation period will run until 24th April 2018 after 
which time the plan will be finalised and placed on the public register for approval.  
Resolved: No comments are to be lodged. 

 
1711/18   CORRESPONDENCE 

a) Thank You card – Whatstandwell WI – circulated at the meeting 
b) Citizens Advice Scams Alert 
c) Derbyshire County Council – invitation to Parish and Town Council Liaison Forum, on 

Thursday 10th May 2018, 6.00pm – 8.00pm at County Hall, Matlock. 
Resolved: Cllr Walsh to attend and report back, Chair to also attend if possible.  

d) Derbyshire Association of Local Councils – Circular no 05/2018 
Resolved: Correspondence was noted. 

 
1712/18   NEXT MEETINGS 

Finance Committee Meeting – Monday 23rd April 2018 – 10.00am 
Crich Parish Council Annual Meeting – Monday 14th May 2018 – 7.30pm 
Glebe Field Centre, Crich 

 
 
The meeting closed at 9.08pm 
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